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SADC Members ‘Quibble’ Over Regional 
Association 


MB2308165795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Aug 95 ply 


[Article by Dale Lautenbach] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In March this year in Harare, 
the Foreign Ministers of the Southern African Develop- 
ment Community (SADC) drew up a pretty firm pro- 
posal for a regional peace, democracy and security as- 
sociation. 


There was a lot of bickering and manoeuvring and word 
was that the Association of Southern African States 
(ASAS) needed only the blessing of the heads of state 
at their next SADC meeting which is presently taking 
place in Johannesburg. 


As the heads of state gathered at the World Trade Centre 
in Johannesburg on Monday it appeared that all of a 
sudden ASAS seems to be back on the drawing board 
again. 


This was revealed rather obliquely by South African 
foreign Minister Alfred Nzo at a pre-summit briefing. 
The foreign ministers would have to address the subject 
again, he said, when they meet on Friday and Saturday 
this week in preparation for the Summit. It was a 
question of a name, he said, and whether ASAS was 
to be a sector or an association. 


What he did not say was that this is patently a step 
backwards and, according to diplomatic sources, it 
means that at least one of the member states of SADC 
has shifted its position since March. Whether this is 
the high-minded and respectable business of interstate 
politics or petty n»sitioning and bickering among those 
States, will be put to the test at the Friday-Saturday 
meeting. 


If the ministers can agree on a unified position, there 
will still be time for heads of state to bless the body 
on Monday. If not, it will be a fine example of the 
Stupidities that divide us. 


There are a number of reasons why the proposed body 
should get of the ground now. Noi least of these is 
that this SADC summit needs a success, if it is not to 
be just another round of hot rhetoric and hand-wringing 
statements about drought and how this curse has reached 
red-alert levels in Zambia. 


The thinking that has driven its creation so far has been 
the question of what to do with the organisation that was 
the Frontline States (FLS), the regional political forum 
which drew our neighbours together against apartheid 
South Africa. 
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Recent experiences of preventive diplomacy in Lesotho 
and Mozambique, pursued under the old umbrella of the 
FLS, proved the need for a security cum political body 
and this further inspired the dialogue around ASAS. 


The early quibbles about the proposed body reflected the 
egos of a number of those involved. Diplomats close 
to the talks in Harare said the Zimbabwean proposal 
was that the longest-serving head of state (read Robert 
Mugabe) should chair the new association. Where does 
that leave us and all we might offer ASAS, cried the 
South Africans, then only nine months old. 


A revolving chair was proposed and ~ compromise 
reached that this should change every two years. The 
foreign minister or the state which held the chair would 
also chair the political sub-committee of the body which 
would be responsible for such things as preventive 
diplomacy and conflict resolution. 


It was also agreed that the old Interstate Defence and 
Security Committee (IDSC), a structure of the FLS, 
would compromise [as published] sub-subcommittees 
representing the defence forces, police services and 
secret services of the region. 


This body, presently in its old FLS shape under the wing 
of Tanzania and about to move to South Africa’s charge 
in September still had a lot of work to be done on it. 
However it would probably be shaped along the lines 
of peacekeeping and, most crucially, drought and food 
aid relief. 


In the post-conflict era, the crux of ASAS was to be 
its security function, in this very broadest sense, where 
drought means hardship and possibly the dangerous 
migration of peoples and conflict over water resources, 
grazing and food. 


Security too means cooperation among police forces 
on regional threats like the drugs trade and crime 
syndicates. Post Cold War security has a whole new 
meaning and ASAS was keen to this as it shaped up. 


The other quibble at the start and to which Nzo 
alluded, was whether ASAS would fall under the rather 
protectionist SADC secretariat or whether it was just to 
be a loose arm of the Development Community which 
otherwise should concern itself with trade and, as its 
name implies, development. 


Empire builders in the SADC secretariat wanted ASAS 
under their control but fortunately the secretariat lost 
out. The whole point or a security body was that it 
should be able to act with lightning speed in the case 
of crisis. 


All this now looks up in the air again and it should not 
be so. The region needs ASAS; Angola could benefit 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


2 INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


from the new-broom spirit and authority that such a 
body might have in the shape of a heads of state summit 
which could further urge the peace process along its 
path. 


Zambia, now in the exhausting grip of serious drought, 
might have benefited from the early warning systems 
that are envisaged as part of the ASAS function. 


Whoever is quibbling among the 11 SADC members 
have until Monday to show themselves responsible. 


SADC Announces Plans for Food Fund 


MB2408141695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1337 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg August 24 
SAPA — The Southern African Development Commu- 
nity [SADC] is to establish a food financing fund to 
alleviate regional food shortages in times of drought, 
according to SADC Food Security Co-ordinator Regie 
Mugwara. 


Speaking at a briefing at the World Trade Centre on 
Thursday [24 August], Mugwara said SADC would 
develop a US$30-million food fund to which countries 
could apply for loans during times of food shortages. 
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SADC was still working on most of the technical details 
of the fund, but Mugwara said the fund would primarily 
cater for the provision of white maize, with further 
commodities being included at a later stage, providing 
the system proved viable. 


Another possibility the member states were considering 
was the establishment of a regional futures market in ei- 
ther Zimbabwe or South Africa for trade in agricultural 
products. 


Mugwara said the use of an early warning system to 
gauge surpluses or shortages of food among SADC 
States had proved successful in pre-empting major 
agricultural disasters, and the fund would further assist 
in the fight against food shortages. 


Considering the present drought conditions within the 
region, while the total requirement of staple food for the 
region was 27- million [metric] tons a year, the early 
warning system had estimated a shortage of 12-million 
tons, with food supply at only 15-million tons. 


The countries most affected by the present shortages 
were the smaller states such as Lesotho, Swaziland and 
Malawi, as well as southern Zambia and Namibia. 
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Cameroon 
SCNC Denies Suspension of Secessiunists Campaign 


AB2408114395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 23 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Anglo; hone Southern 
Cameroon National Council, SCNC, which is campaign- 
ing for the secession of the Anglophone provinces in 
Cameroon, seems to have fallen foul of some gov- 
ernment dirty tricks. SCNC supporters have been in 
a State of alarming despondency under the apparently 
misguided belief that the SCNC had lost its bottle and 
agreed unconditionally to talk to the government and 
call off its campaign; and the SCNC leadership has been 
frantically disabusing its members. From Douala, Vic- 
tor Abiangome telexed this report: 


Since the beginning of this week, Cameroon television 
has been reporting that (Sam Elad), the SCNC chairman, 
has decided to negotiate with the government and to 
call off political rallies. But television had shown no 
pictures of (Elad) making the declaration. When I met 
him in his study in Mboye yesterday, he looked worn 
out and flaccid. He said he had spent all of Monday 
night answering phone calls from Anglophones who are 
worried that he and SCNC executive may have given it 
to the government. The calls kept pouring in, even as 
we talked. (Elad) told me he had undertaken to suspend 
the rallies, provided that the suspension was announced 
at the same time as a public statement by President Biya 
inviting the SCNC to talk. He said the government had 
sent an emissary to SCNC leaders proposing the talks, 
with the possible return to a two-state federation on the 
agenda. (Elad) said his executive had accepted the idea 
of talks, but insisted that they be held in the presence 
of a third party, such as the UN representative or a 
clergyman of established integrity. In addition, the talks 
would have to be held on Southern Cameroon territory. 


The television broadcast had made no mention of the 
SCNC demands, instead they described the SCNC as 
an illegal secessionist movement whose leaders were 
liable to treason charges. Yesterday, SCNC spokesman, 
Simon Mounzou, took advantage of a phone-in program 
on state radio to deny the government’s claims about 
the suspension of rallies. He was immediately cut off 
the air, but not before he had made his point. 


Rwanda 
15,000 Refugees Reportedly Arrived Since 20 Aug 


£A2408131895 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1915 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Zairian Government con- 
tinues to expel Rwandan refugees out of its soils. Latest 
reports reveal that 3,000 refugees crossed the Zairean 
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border into Rwanda: by 1800 today 1,800 crossed to 
Gisenyi, 300 to Cyangugu, and 800 to Bugarama. So 
far 15,000 refugees have arrived in Rwanda since the 
20th of August 1995. 


50 Former Soldiers ‘Handed Over’ hy Zaire 


EA2408131295 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1915 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports from Goma say 
that Zairian forces have stopped mistreating Rwandan 
refugees, but they are still forcing them to return to 
their mother country. Today, 14 refugees accused of 
different cases were hauded over to Rwandan officials 
by Zairian soldiers. The accused are being imprisoned 
in Gisenyi, and so far 50 soidiers of the former Rwan- 
dan Government arrived in Gisenyi today. The fate of 
these soldiers will be determined later and this will be 
done according to their wish. 


Minister Hopes Refugees Will Continue To Return 


AB2408210495 Paris AFP in English 
1931 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kigali, Aug 24 (AFP) — 
Rwanda hopes that Hutu refugees in Zaire will con- 
tinue to return, but cannot condone forced expulsions, 
Information Minister Jean-Baptiste Nkuliyingoma told 
AFP Thursday. 


Speaking at 8:20 P.M. (1820 GMT), he said the 
Kigali Government had not been officially informed by 
then of Zaire’s suspension of forcible repatriations — 
announced by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
— which began last Saturday and saw some 12,000 
refugees trucked to the border over five days. 


But the minister said that if the reports were correct, the 
suspension was due to international pressure. 


Reception of the returnees has gone smoothly in 
Rwanda, but tens of thousands of members of the Hutu 
army and militias defeated in last year’s civil war by 
a Tutsi rebel army have taken to the wooded hills of 
eastern Zaire. 


They are avoiding repatriation and inevitable retribution 
for their role in the genocide that took place during the 
war, when Hutu extremists siaughtered more than half- 
a-million men, women and children. 


“We hope that efforts will continue to encourage the 
refugees to return,” Nkuliyingoma said, "but we are 
against forcible expulsions.” 


The minister also spoke out against the beating up of 
refugees by Zairean soldiers, saying: "We cannot accept 
this brutality against our compatriots.” 
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In an earlier interview with the UN radio station here, 
Nkuliyingoma encouraged members of the defeated 
Hutu army to return, saying that if they were innocent 
they would have no problems, and could even be 
reintegrated into the new army, dominated by the 
minority Tutsis, who before the war made up 14 percent 
of Rwanda’s population, against 85 percent for the 
Hutus. 


UN refugee agency officials said Thursday meanwhile 
that Zairean troops had turned back members of the 
former Hutu army from the border region as the other 
refugees — most of them peasant farmers — crossed 
into Rwanda. 


Those officials also confirmed that a camp set up 
in Zaire by senior officers of the defeated army had 
emptied three days before the expulsions started. 


RPF Official on Tutsi-Hutu Land Conflict 


LD2508085895 Paris xadio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 25 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Returnees to Rwanda -pose at 
least two problems. The first one is the fate of those 
who survived the genocide, who still own their land but 
no longer have a house. The second is that the fate of 
former exiles who had left in the 1960's and the 1970's, 
Tutsi who returned in haste after the genocide last year. 
They have been working in fields that do not belong to 
them, even though they used to own them before they 
fled from the country. 


How can these delicate issues be settled? Denis Polisi, 
Rwandan ambassador in Brussels, who is also the vice 
chairman of the RPF (Rwandan Patriotic Front], spoke 
to Jean-Jacques Louarn: 


[Begin recording] [Polisi] We ask ...[pauses] We say: 
If these former refugees who had left in the 1960's 
...[pauses] They also used to live in their country, they 
are enjoying their hills once again, they are enjoying 
fields, their fields. If we ask them to leave these fields, 
which are theirs, if we ask them to go elsewhere, we 
must offer them something else. 


It must be understood that we must help the two 
communities settle down. 


[Louarn] Is that possible without any conflict? 


[Polisi] Without any conflict? We have encouraged 
the community who left in the 1960’s to accept this 
compromise that, for us, is a political compromise. It 
is not a judicial one. It is a political compromise not 
to widen the split within the social fabric. In other 
words, we wanted these former refugees to be put in free 
spaces. They must find shelter. This must be organized. 
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{Louarn] There are also those who survived the geno- 
cide. They tend to be forgotten. 


[Polisi] They have problems. The international commu- 
nity has not done anything. They do not have houses, 
they have been forgotten. In my opinion, | think they 
are entitled to lodge a complaint against the govern- 
ment. [end recording] 


Zaire 


Military Confirms Halt to Refugee Repatriation 


AB2408115595 Paris AFP in English 
1143 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, Aug 24 (AFP) — 
Zairean military officials confirmed Thursday [24 Au- 
gust] that Kinshasa had stopped expelling Hutu refugees 
from the Goma camps in eastern Zaire, the UN High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) said here. 


Two Zairean colonels told officials from the UN refugee 
agency that the forced repatriation of refugees had, to all 
intents and purposes, been suspended at Goma, as well 
as at the southerly Bukava and Uvira camps, UNHCR 
spokesman Francis Kpatinde told AFP. 


For the first time since the forced repatriation pro- 
gramme began five days ago there was no Zairean mili- 
tary presence Thursday at the Goma camps, the officers 
said, and Kinshasa was set to announce officially the 
end of the repatriation operations later Thursday. 


Earlier the UNHCR said Kinshasa has stopped expelling 
refugees across the border from the Bukava and Uvira 
camps, but could not confirm that the expulsion pro- 
gramme had been scrapped at Goma. 


In Nairobi, UNHCR spokesman Peter Kessler confirmed 
that the Goma camps, home to a vast majority of the 
roughly one million refugees in eastern Zaire, were 
also included in the Zairean decision to suspend the 
repatriation programme. 


UNHCR officials took megaphones to broadcast the 
news to the tens of thousands of refugees, who had fled 
to the Zairean hills to avoid being repatriated. 


There has yet to be an official Zairean confirmation of 
the decision to suspend the expulsion of the refugees, 
most of whom fled Rwanda after last year’s ethnic 
bloodletting which left more than half a million dead. 


In all, some 13,000 refugees have been expelled in 
Zaire’s repatriation programme, lauuched after the UN 
Security Council lified an embargo on arms sales that 
was imposed against the previous Rwandan Govern- 
ment. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-165 
25 August 1995 


S. Kivu Governor Suspends Repatriations 


AB2408190595 Paris AFP in English 
1826 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kigali, Aug 24 (AFP) — The 
governor of Zaire’s South Kivu Province came to a 
local agreement with UN agencies Thursday to suspend 
forcible repatriation of Rwandan refugees at the Bukavu 
border post, UN Senior Programme Officer Mackay 
Wolf reported. 


Wolf, speaking on the UN radio station here, said 
the governor had agreed to suspend the repatriauon 
indefinitely. 


He added, however, that Zairean Prime Minister Kengo 
wa Dondo had written to UN Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali to say that Zaire would continue its policy 
of forced expulsions until December 31. 


UN officials in Kigali said an agreement had been 
brokered Thursday between UN refugee officials and 
Zairean authorities in Goma, north of Bukavu, under 
which repatriations — forced or otherwise — would be 
suspended there for 48 hours. 


They said the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) would resume repatriations on Saturday on a 
voluntary basis. 


But they added that Zaire had retained the right to re- 
sume mass expulsions if the UNHCR failed to repatriate 
a minimum of 2,000 refugees a day. 


Wolf was unable to confirm those reports in his radio 
interview. 


He added that the UNHCR would fly 2,000 Rwandan 
exiles to Kigali Friday morning from Bujumbura. 


The refugees, volunteer returnees who had been living 
in Burundi since fleeing ethnic strife in Rwanda in 1959, 
are believed to be mostly Tutsis. 


They could not be trucked to the land of their birth 
because of continuing insecurity on the road from 
Bujumbura to Kigali. 


Official Says Expulsions Possible in Future 


AB2408190095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 24 Aug 95 


{From the African news] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] A Zairian Government's 
spokesman has denied reports that his government has 
called off the forcible repatriation of Rwandan and 
Burundian refugees from cainps in eastern Zaire. The 
policy has attracted widespread international criticism. 
The spokesman said the Army would not be carrying 
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out any forcible expulsions during the day, but could 
not guarantee that force would not be used in the 
future. The spokesman said government officials are 
meeting an envoy today from the UN Refugee agency 
to discuss the issue. 


Rwandan Refugees Returning to Camps 
AB2408175295 Paris AFP in English 
1641 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, Aug 24 (AFP) — 
Thousands of Rwandan Hutus who fied into the bush in 
eastern Zaire rather than be forcibly repatriated began 
returning to refugee camps Thursday after reports the 
expulsions had been suspended, UN refugee officials 
said. 


"We don’t have any numbers, but refugees who fled are 
returning in large numbers to their camps,” said Peter 
Kessler of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 


The aid group Medecins sans Frontieres said from 
Goma, Zaire that the refugees were beginning to head 
back to the camps. 


"People are reassured,” the group’s coordinator Vincent 
Faber said. "Now we need the UNHCR to take over and 
Organize voluntary repatriations.” 


UNHCR officials said earlier Thursday that Zaire had 
suspended the forced repatriation, yielding to intense 
international pressure. 


A UNHCR spokesman in Geneva, Francis Kpatinde, 
said that more than 170,000 Hutus had fled into the hills 
of eastern Zaire since the expulsions began Saturday. 
Earlier, officials had put the figure at 130,000. 


Kpatinde said more than 15,000 had been expelled to 
Rwanda and Burundi during the four-day period. 


Government Welcomes UNHCR Statement 


AB2408210095 Kinshasa Voix du Zaire in French 
1800 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[Government communique issued in Kinshasa on 24 
August] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The international community 
has taken cognizance of the UNHCR statement in which 
it declared its preparedness to take over the repatriation 
of Rwandan and Burundian refugees currently being un- 
dertaken by the Zairian Government. The government, 
in agreement with the president of the Republic, re- 
ceives this statement with satisfaction. The government 
is already prepared to send repatriation facilitators and 
the UNHCR delegates to north and south Kivu to wait 
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for the arrival of Mrs. Sadako Ogata, UN high commis- 
sioner for refugees and special envoy of the UN secre- 
tary general, with whom they will fix practical condi- 
tions for the continuation of the repatiation. 


This communique was signed by Deputy Foreign Miiais- 
ter Masudi Igilima on behalf of government spokesman 
Gerard Kamanda wa Kamanda, deputy prime minister 
and minister of foreign affairs. 


WHO Says Ebola Epidemic Officially Over 
AB2408221995 Paris AFP in English 
2200 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[F2IS Transcribed Text] Geneva, United Nations, Aug 
24 (AFP) — The World Health Organisation on Thurs- 
day (24 August] officially declared the end of the epi- 
demic of the Ebola epidemic which hit the Kikwit re- 
gion, in Zaire earlier this year. 

The last identified case was admitted to hospital in the 
town on June 24 and the last to leave the hospital left 
on July 14. 


After a delay of 42 days — twice the longest recorded 
incubation periods for the illness — the epidemic was 
Officially declared over, since no new case had been 
recorded, said the WHO. 


FBIS-AFR-95-165 
25 August 1995 


The first reported case of the illness came to light on 
January 6. 


Tae final official record of the epidemic showed 315 
confirmed cases, of whom 244 died, a mortality rate of 
77 percent. 


Of the 315 cases recorded, 166 were women and 149 
men, with the death rate slightly higher z.:..g the men 
— 81 percent of the male patients died to 74 percent of 
the women. 


All the cases were recorded in the Bandundu Province, 
one of the administrative subregions covered by Kikwit 
and Kwilu — excepi for one in the Kwango subregion, 
said the WHO. 


Research teams are still studying ways to isolate the 
virus, since its source remains unknown. 


They are looking at more than 3,000 captured birds and 
mammals as well as thousands of insects which could 
be carriers of the illness. 


Blood samples taken from those suffering from the 
illness, or people who were in contact with them are 
also being examined. 


ey in copyrighted ial. Copying and di — 
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Ethiopia 


Parliament Announces Premier Meles’ New Cabiact 


EA2408150695 Addis Ababa ETV Television Network 
in Amharic 0838 GMT 24 Aug 95 


(Ethiopian parliamentary proceedings in Addis Ababa 
— live} 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] [Speaker 
Dawit Yohanes] Next on the agenda is receiving, 
debating, and approving the cabinet members who will 
be presented to us by the prime minister of the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, after which we shall 
conclude. Therefore I call upon the honorable prime 
minister to come to the podium and present his Cabinet. 
(applause) 


{Prime Minister Meles Zenawi] Honorable speaker, hon- 
orable members of Parliament, there were certain crite- 
ria set out for the appointment of the cabinet members 
of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. First, 
we had to make sure that the appointees were people 
who believed in, supported, and were ready to imple- 
ment the EPRDF’s [Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front] five year action plan as government 
policy for the next five years. Second, we had to appoint 
people not only from the EPRDF, but also from those 
organizations which had willingly decided to accept the 
EPRDF’s action plan and were willing to implement it. 
Efiorts were made to include these people in the new 
cabinet. Third, we tried to include individuals who did 
not belong to any party or orgz7. «.on, but who were 
professionals and could contritiaie « ‘.¢ implementa- 
tion of the action plan. In conclusic. “< tried to get a 
fair mix of nationalities. 

In this regard, I ask the Parliament to allow the 
following cabinet members to begin their duties as 
cabinet members. 


1. Ato [Mr.] Tamirat Layne, deputy prime minister and 
defense minister. 

2. Dr. Kasu Ilala, with the rank of deputy prime minister, 
head of economic affairs at the prime minister's office. 
3. Ato Seyoum Mesfi, minister of foreign affairs. 

4. Ato Mahteme Solomon, justice minister. 

5. Ato Sufyan Ahmad, finance minister. 

6. Ato Girma Biru, minister of economic development 
and cooperation. 

7. Ato Kasahun Ayele, minister of commerce and 
industry. 

8. Dr. Teketel Forside, agriculture minister. 

9. Ato Shiferaw Jarso, minister of water resources. 

10 Ato Haile Asegide, minister of works and urban 


development. 
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11 Dr. "Abd-al-Majid Husayn, minister of transportation 
and communications. 

12. Ato Izz al-Din Ali, minister of mines and energy. 
13. Ato Hasan Abdullah, minister of labor and social 
affairs. 

14. Weizero [Mrs.} Genet Zewde, minister 0° education. 
15. Dr. Aden Ibrahim, health minister. 

16. Ato Wolde Mikael Chamo, minister of information 
and culture. 

17. Ato Desta Amare, minister and head of tse revenue 
collectors board. 


I humbly ask you to approve their appointment to the 
cabinet. Thank you. If any clarifications are needed, I 
am ready to discuss them. [applause] [passage omitted] 


[Yohanes} Okay, I think this is enough time, and I think 
we have debated enough on the cabinet appointments. 
Therefore, I ask those of you who support the appoint- 
ments to raise your hands. Okay, put your hands down. 
Now those of you who oppose I can see no opposition. 
Now those of you who abstain. I can see one abstention. 


Okay, the house has adopted the appointments unani- 
mously, with one abstention. {applause} 


I ask those of you who have just been presented by 
the prime minister as members of the cabinet to come 
forward to the podium and take the oath of allegiance. 


[passage omitted] 


[Yohanes] The fourth session of the first Parliament of 
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia now ends 
its session. 


Prime Minister’s Responsibilities Detailed 


EA2308183395 Addis Ababa ETV Television Network 
in Amharic 0736 GMT 2? Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The duties and responsibilities 
of the prime minister are as follows: 


1. The prime minister is the country’s executive head, 
the chairman of the Council of Ministers and the 
commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces. 


2. The prime minister will nominate cabinet ministers 
from among the members of the two councils or other 
capable individuals and will approve their appointment 
after presenting their candidature to the Federal Council. 
3. The prime minister follows up and ascertains the 


implementation of the laws, policies, directives and 
resolutions adopted by the Federal Council. 


4. He directs, coordinates and represents the Council of 
Ministers. 
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5. He follows up the implementation of the policies, 
regulations acd directives issued by the Council of 
Ministers. 

6. He carries out the country’s foreign policies. 


7. He nominates commissioners, the president and 
Geputy president of the Central High Court and the 
auditor-general and approves their appointments by 
presenting them to the Federal Council. 


8. He follows up the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the administration and takes corrective measures when 


found cecessary. 


9. In addition to article number two and seven, he will 
also appoint senior civil government officials. 
10. In accordance with the laws and decisions made by 


the Federal Council, he will present medals and awards 
to the president for the:: presentation. 


11. Periodically, he will present his report on the state 
of the nation, the achievements of the government and 
its future plans to the Federal Council. 


12. He will execute everything stated in the Constitution 
and other duties which are stated in other laws. 


13. He will respect the Constitution. 


These are the duties and responsibilities of the prime 


Somalia 


Somaliland Leader Attempts To Release Foreigners 


AB2408211795 Paris AFP in English 
1631 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Oslo, Aug 24 (AFP) — Au- 
thorities in the Horn of Africa breakaway Republic of 
Somaliland promised Thursday to help secure the re- 
lease of six foreigners held since Monday [21 August] 
for violating its airspace, the Norwegian Foreign Min- 
istry said. 

Somaliland ‘president’ Mohammed Ibrahim Egal 
promised the Norwegian Government he would call in 
his closest colleagues to help secure the release of the 
foreigners who were arrested when they landed their 
small passenger plane at its Harpgeysa Airport Monday, 
Ministry spokesman Ingvard Havnen said. 


The six foreigners, including the Italian pilot of the 
plane, its French co-pilot, two Kenyan bodyguards, Nor- 
wegian police officer Oeyvind Nordgaren and Swedish 
diplomat Mikael Glas, were accused of violating the 
airspace of the tiny Horn of African breakaway Repub- 
lic. 


FBIS-AFR-95-165 
25 August 1995 


Sources close to Harpeysa police said the chartered 
piane was deporung three Somalians expelled from 
Scandinavian countries. The Somalians were released. 


Havnen said that the Somaliland president claimed the 
afrests appeared to be the result of a misunderstanding. 
as a similar-looking muliua plane had previously been 
involved in operations at Hargeysa. 

Egal. who apologized for the arrests, said the six 
foreigners “were well and being weli-cared for’. 


Havnen said the Norwegian foreign ministry expected to 
continue talks with the Somaliland authorities to secure 


the release of the foreigners. 

On Wednesday, the Swedish foreign mumistry said it 
had received indications that the six would be released 
“imminently”. 


Tanzani° 


Opposition Party To Partcipat« - ~«ciwons 
EA2408703695 Dar es Salaam Radio Taazania 
Network in Swahili 1600 GMT 24 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The NCCR [National Conven- 
tion for Construction and Reform]-reforms [opposition 
party) has said it will participaie in the forthcoming 
elections now that the national electoral commission has 
begun rectifying the shortcomings affecting voter reg- 
istration exercise. This was said by the party's national 
chairman, Ndugu Augustine Mrema, during a special 
interview for Radio Tanzania. Ndugu Mrema said the 
electoral commission had begun distribuing registers to 
centers that had deen using ordinary notebooks to regis- 
ter voters and had begun investigating accusations about 
the issuance of spurious certificates. 


Regarding the Sungu Sungu [traditional] guards, Ndugu 
Mrema said he still believed that the basis of the defense 
of Tanzania was the citizens themselves, including the 
Sungu Sungu guards. 


Uganda 
Museveni Assures ‘Decisive’ Action Against Rebels 


EA2408203295 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1900 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Yoweri Musev- 
ent has assured the people of Uganda that the NRA 
{Nauonal Resistance Army] will soon be equipped ad- 
equately to fight mobile and mode.a warfare and there- 
fore the people should not worry about recent incur- 
sions by the rebels. The president, who was addressing 
a press conference this afternoon at the parliament build- 
ing, was answering a question put to him about when 
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government is to completely eliminate rebel attacks in 
northern Uganda. He told the newsmen that the NRA 
recently fought and defeated a group of about 500 hun- 
dred rebels who had infiltrated the country from Sudan 
with the specific intention of kidnapping young peo- 
plc to train ~r their insurgency activities. Mr. Musev- 
eni said tha: che rebels, who belong to (Joseph) Kony’s 
group [Lord’s Resistance Army], a’ based in Sudan, 
from where they hope to keep making incursions into 
Uganda. He explained that the NRM [National Resis- 
tance Movement] government has warned Sudan about 
this and is presently consulting with other countries in 
‘he world to see how best to resolve this problem of 
Ugandan rebels using Sudan as a base to cause insecu- 
rity in Uganda. 
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Mr. Museveni assured Ugandans that government re- 
duced the size of the Army in order to equip it better, 
and by November this year NRA will be in a position to 
deal with the rebel incursions promptly and decisively. 


The president disclosed that in the recent encounter 
between the NRA and Kony rebels, the NRA inflicted 
heavy casualties on the rebels, during which the second- 
in-command of the rebels, who was in Sudanese Army 
uniform, was killed. The dead commander was found to 
be wearing the Sudanese insignia of a major. President 
Museveni said that the NRA will soon issue a detailed 
account On Ue matter. [passage omitted]. 
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5,578 Weapons Seized in Community Safety 
Program 

MB2308163595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1609 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Aug 23 SAPA — 
The number of weapons seized since the launch of 
the police’s Community Safety Plan was 5,578 and not 
72,089 as claimed earlier this week, the National Crime 
Investigation Service said on Wednesday (23 August). 
In a statement in Pretoria, it said a media release with 
the wrong figure was sent out on Monday. 


"The rounds of ammunition seized...were incorrectly 
combined with the amount of firearms seized, thus 
giving an incorrect total,” the service said. 


600 Police Officers Leave for KwaZulu/Natal 


MB2408163995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1347 GMT 24 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Aug 24 SAPA — 
Six hundred policemen left Pretoria on Thursday [24 
August] morning to be deployed at trouble spots in 
KwaZuluw/Natal in an attempt to stabilise the province 
and root out violence and other crime. 


Police said in a statement from Pretoria the men 
would be stationed in northern KwaZulu/Natal, the 
Midlands, the greater Durban region and in the south 
of the province. The operation, which forms part of a 
community safety plan, is called Operation Jumbo III. 


The first contingent of men out of 150 earmarked 
for Durban arrived at the Internal Stability Unit's 
headquarters in Point Road shortly before noon. 


Forty police Nyala armoured vehicles were sent to the 
province on Saturday. 


Safety and Security Minister Sydney Mufamadi said 
earlier this week 600 policemen and 400 troops would 
be deployed in KwaZuluw/Natal in a joint effort to fight 
violence and other crime. Additional detectives would 
also be sent to the province to investigate a massive 
backlog of cases, he said. 


Operation Jumbo was set to begin in earnest on Monday, 
police said. 


Survey: Most People Want Full-Time Defense Force 


MB2408193995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1846 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Aug 24 SAPA — 
Most South Africans want the country to be protected 
by a full-time defence force, according to a recent 
survey by the Human Sciences Research Council and 
the Institute for Defence Policy. 
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In a statement in Pretoria on Thursday {74 August) the 
institute said 60 per cent of 2,229 adults questioned in 
June favoured a professional defence force. Only 13 per 
cent wanted SA [South Africa] to be defended by part- 
time soldiers called up for military duty. 


About 87 per cent were of the opinion that military ser- 
vice should be entirely voluntary. Asked whether they 
would themselves volunteer for military service, the ma- 
jority of respondents reacted positively (47 against 44 
per cent). 


"It is no surprise that the survey also reveals that the 
white group geaerally is the most likely to refuse vol- 
untary service," the organisations said. "The group most 
likely to volunteer is the African (black) population 
group, followed by the coloured and then the Asian 


groups." 


The statement said respondents had a strong inclination 
to do part-time service in their own areas. 


Supporters of the right wing (68 per cent) and the 
National Party (66 per cent) were the most willing to 
do military service for this reason. Only 47 per cent of 
Democratic Party supporters and 48 per cent of Inkatha 
Freedom Party members were prepared to do so. 


The researchers concluded there should be an ample 
supply of volunteers for the part-time component of the 
South African National Defence Force. 


Navy Head: Purchase of 4 Corvettes Still Possible 


MB2508061695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2100 GMT 24 Aug 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Aug 24 SAPA — 
The South African Navy could still get its four patrol 
corvettes, Navy chief Vice-Admiral Robert Simpson- 
Anderson said in Pretoria on Thursday [23 August]. 


"I can assure you in all honesty and sincerity that 
the project is far from dead," he told a Navy medal 
parade. He said Defence Minister Joe Modise had 
merely decided to defer the purchase of the corvettes 
because it had become such an emotional matter, which 
some people had tried to turn into a political issue. "But 
note, ‘defer’ does not mean to cancel or to postpone 
indefinitely," Simpson-Anderson said. 


"The project has merely been moved to the right by a 
number of months to allow us to negotiate the issue with 
certain decision-makers and interest groups who felt that 
they needed more information and background." He was 
therefore optimistic the Navy would eventually get its 
ships. 


"The project has such potential for counter-trade, 
namely the creation of 20,000 job opportunities here 
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in South Africa, that a ‘no’ from the government is 
hard to imagine." Simpson-Anderson added it was 
not uncommon for projects to be delayed for political 
reasons. Both the British and Dutch Governments had 
postponed decisions to acquire attack helicopters for 
political reasons. "We must therefore be patient," he 
said. 


PAC: SANDF Restructuring Excludes APLA 
Members 


MB2308180795 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The announcement this week 
of financial details of the restructuring of the South 
African Armed Forces was a cue for bitter complaints by 
the Pan-Africanist Congress [PAC]. The Armed Forces 
are to be reduced from 135,000 to 75,000 in the new 
South African National Defense Force, SANDF. Former 
fighters of the liberation movements, like the ANC’s 
MK [(Umkhonto we Sizwe — Spear of the Nation; ANC 
military wing] are to be integrated or demobilized, but 
PAC says its armed wing, APLA [Azanian People’s 
Liberation Army — military wing of the Pan-Africanist 
Congress], is being discriminated against in the process. 
On the line to Johannesburg, Alice Martin asked the 
PAC secretary general, Maxwell Nemadzivhanani, how 
he claimed APLA was losing out. 


[Begin recording) [Nemadzivhanani] APLA members 
fought for the liberation in this country. They are 
supposed to be part and parcel of the new Defense 
Force, SANDF, but more than 10,000 of them from 
APLA and ANC are going to be demobilized. 


(Martin] Why are they being discriminated against? 


{[Nemadzivhanani] Because APLA members at this 
stese are not recognized as constitutionally protected 
army, as opposed to MK and former SADF [South 
African Defense Forces] who have properly integrated 
under the Constitution. Our argument is that the Parlia- 
ment must make a proclamation or the state president to 
allow them to be full members of SANDF and to stay 
permanently in the force, rather than bring them through 
the front door and make them leave through the back 
door under the name of integration, which has become 


a mockery. 


[Martin] So you are saying that the MK soldiers are 
being given preference over the APLA soldiers? 


(Nemadzivhanani] Yes. First and foremost, both APLA 
and MK are going to be retrenched. The difference is 
that MK members will be given their gratuities and 
payments and packages from the day they joined MK, 
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from 1961 to last year. Those of APLA will only be 
given packages starting from last year and this yeai, and 
therefore they are disadvantaged in terms of gratuities 
to be offered to them and packages for demobilization. 


{Martin} But do you agree that many soldiers will have 
to be demobilized because the force is very overinflated? 


(Nemadzivhanani] We say that the forces have inflated 
because those who were in the former SADF were there 
to protect an apartheid system and they were the largest 
in numbers. The number of both APLA and MK is 
negligible and is very small. It is not even 5 percent 
of the total Army. And that is why we say it must be 
former SADF members to be demobilized and make 
room for former guerrilla fighters who were fighting for 
liberation, who are there to give the force legitimacy 
and credibility. [end recording] 


Gauteng Taxi Violence Flares; 4 Dead 


MB2408081595 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Taxi violence had flared up in 
Gauteng again with four people being shot dead and four 
being wounded in shooting incidents in the region. In 
Johannesburg three gunmen shot and killed a man and 
wounded two others, while five people were arrested 
after two men were shot dead and two wounded at 
Randburg’s Hilltop Taxi Rank in an earlier incident. 
Near Pretoria a taxi owner was shot dead when two 
armed men attacked him at the Rooifonteiu Taxi Rank. 


Eastern Transvaal Province Renamed Mpumalanga 


MB2408174195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1704 GMT 24 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Nelspruit Aug 24 SAPA — 
As from Friday (tomorrow) Eastern Transvaal will be 
known as Mpumalanga, which means "place where the 
sun rises", AFRICAN EYE NEWS SERVICE reported 
on Thursday [24 August]. 


The new name was adopted in the Eastern Transvaal 
Legislature on Thursday. Four possible names were put 
forward after three months of debate and consultation. 
Mpumalanga received the overwhelming support of 
members from across the political spectrum. 


ANC Introduces Local Elections Manifesto 


MB2508050995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1825 GMT 24 Aug 95 


["Introduction" to the ANC municipal election mani- 
festo launched in Alexandra, Johannesburg on 24 Au- 
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gust — issued by the ANC on the SAPA PR Wire Ser- 
vice] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] 
A Better Life: Let’s Make It Happen Where We Live 


Introduction: A Better South Africa 


Last year, we, the people of South Africa, gained our 
freedom. We laid a strong foundation for equality and 
human rights for all citizens. We turned our backs on 
the division and conflict of apartheid, and we set the 
nation irreversibly on the path of change. 


The majority of South Africans chose the ANC to lead 
the country. They did so because the ANC represents the 
hopes of the nation and has a plan to improve people’s 
lives. The people showed their trust in the ANC because 
of its proud history of struggle for freedom and its 
record of non-racialism and nation-building. 


A Start Has Been Made 


Since the elections of April 1994 the ANC has been 
working hard to introduce the changes people want. The 
ANC-led government of national unity has started free 
health care for pregnant women and young children; 
school feeding for children in need; bringing clean 
water and electricity to communities who never had 
them; getting land for rural communities. At last our 
country has a single education system. We are phasing 
in free education, and children are actually back in their 
classrooms. The economy has been put on a sound 
footing. For the first time in years there is real economic 
growth. 


Under the leadership of President Nelson Mandela we 
have managed to bring together the people of our 
country; and we are now truly building a South African 
nation. Everywhere the new spirit of democracy and 
respect for people’s rights, which the ANC struggled 
for over years, is becoming a reality. A new rainbow 
nation is being born. A remarkable partnership across 
the old divisions of race, life-style and religion is being 
built. Together we South Africans are building a great 
future for ourselves. 


We are proud of our achievements, but the ANC is 
honest enough to acknowledge that we could have 
done more. Official red tape slowed down progress in 
some cases. Communities have not always been fully 
involved. Government structures needed to implement 
projects were sometimes not ready. The local govern- 
ment elections give us the chance to put these things 


right. 
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Democracy Where We Live: The People Brought 
About Change 


Last year’s elections brought democratic government to 
the nation and the provinces, but not at local level. We 
need democratic local authorities which can make things 
happen where we live. 


The old local councils were divided on apartheid lines, 
serving the interests of a few. Communities fought the 
apartheid councils and in so doing laid the basis for the 
coming elections. Community structures achieved much 
during the years of struggle. Now we can achieve much 
more with local governments that work with the people 
instead of holding them back. 


Keal People’s Power 


By voting in the November elections, every local 
community will get an additional voice in government. 
Each community will have the power to work with 
the ANC-led national government to make the RDP 
(Reconstruction and Development Program] work for 
them. 


Through democratic local councils, communities can 
make their areas better places to live in. Through them 
we will decide on delivery of water to our houses; where 
new electricity supplies and sanitation will be put in; 
where streets will be laid; where schools, clinics and 
houses will be built; and how rubbish will be removed 
from streets and public areas. They will make sure that 
there is a system of fair rents and services for everyone. 
Together we can break down the barriers that have 
kept us apart for so long and build truly South African 
communities in the cities, towns and villages. 


Where problems cannot be solved locally, the councils 
will make the national and provincial government work 
for the changes and improvements that all of us need. 


You Can Rely on the ANC: Community Leaders 
With a Track Record 


The councilors you elect in the local government 
elections will become the main agents of change in your 
communities. When you choose your candidates, they 
should be people you can rely on. They must be people 
who understand your problems, care about your future 
and know how to listen to the people. 


ANC candidates are people from your area, who have 
always worked and sacrificed for a better life for the 
people in your community. As ANC councilors, they 
will make sure that the resources of local government 
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are used to benefit all the people. They will report back 
to you and be answerable to you. 


Our candidates are representatives of the people. They 
come from all walks of life and bring a wide range 
of skills and experience to local government. We have 
more women candidates than any other party, because 
we recognise that women are important in building a 
better community. 


Our candidates will work together with you to imple- 
ment the ANC’s plans for development in your com- 
munity. In the past these leaders led the fight against 
apartheid. Today as ANC candidates they are bringing 
communities together to make the RDP work for their 
communities. 


At the local level the ANC has fought for the kind of 
boundaries which will help do away with the divisions 
of the past. We seek to unite all sectors of the population 
so that none should live in fear of one another. We 
work together with young and old; urban and rural 
communities; workers, employers; religious leaders; 
students; professionals; traditional leaders — all as 
partners of change. 


Don’t waste your vote on those with no clear plans 
for the future. The ANC unites people, and will bring 
change rather than slowing it down. 


Together We Will Build a Better Life 


The ANC recognises that communities are ready to take 
control over their own lives, to share with government 
the responsibility to bring about change and manage 
their daily lives. The spirit of Masakhane (mutual 
construction] has been welcomed far and wide because 
we all want to do something to improve our lives. 


Community involvement is the key to ensuring more 
security, and building stable and orderly communities. 
Together, we will tackle the poverty, crime and disease 
that has undermined our community values and brought 
fear and insecurity. Through the ANC you can bring 
new strength and determination to solve these problems. 


The ANC stands for community involvement through 
elected and effective councils which will bring progress 
in housing programmes and provision of services. 
Elected councils will give communities the means to 
take responsibility for these matters. Reliable services 
and well-managed housing will ensure more funds for 
addressing the plight of the homeless. 


In rural areas we will ensure that democratic local 
government deals with the basic needs of all our people. 
This will be done with sensitivity for local traditions 
and structures. For the first time rural communities 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 13 


will participate fully in determining their destiny by 
greater involvement in managing their own affairs. With 
ANC representatives they will play a critical role in 
programmes to supply water and electricity, to avail land 
for farming, to create jobs and run community based 
development programmes. Rural women, silent workers 
for decades and the back-bone of their communities, 
will gain their rightful place as local government 
representatives. 


Let’s Make It Happen 


Last year your voted for a better life for all South 
Africans. The ANC now says that together we must 
make a success of the local government elections, 
knowing that your organisation must continue to work 
with you and Carry out your wishes. 


The plans that we have started to implement come from 
you. Together we have started to change South Africa 
for the better. If we all continue doing our bit, we can 
make these plans succeed, we can build a better life 
where we live. 


We must start now to improve things in our commu- 
nities. Let us come together as communities to fight 
Crime and co-operate with the police to root out this 
evil. Let us come together to identify the urgent things 
that we need; and make proposals to our ANC govern- 
ment about what must be done. Let us come together, 
to improve the way development projects are run. 


Together we have the power to reconstruct and develop 
our country. Together we can build a better life where 
we live. Together let us bring happiness into our homes. 
Let’s make it happen here. Vote ANC. 


National Party Says Manifesto ‘Meaningless’ 


MB2408203495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2030 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Aug 24 SAPA 
— The ANC local government election manifesto was 
one of the "most meaningless" manifests presented by a 
political party in decades, the National Party [NP] said 
on Thursday. 


No vision on how a local government should function 
was given in the three-and-a-half page document, NP 
spokesman Marthinus van Schalkwyk pointed out. Be- 
cause of this it did not deserve the voters’ confidence 
in making a success of local government. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Minister: Elections To Proceed in KwaZulw/Natal 


MB2408163095 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 24 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Local government elections are 
going ahead in KwaZulu/Natal, unless local authorities 
apply for exemption. That’s the word from Deputy 
Provincial Affairs Minister Valli Moosa. 


Mr. Moosa has told our political team that elections 
are going ahead in all parts of the country unless valid 
reasons are given for them not to take part. Yesterday, it 
was announced by the election task team that elections 
were not going to be held in KwaZulu/Natal, and in 
some parts of the Western Cape. 


Task Force Predicts Over 70 Percent Voter Turnout 


MB2308163395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1425 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Johannesburg Aug 23 
SAPA — More than 70 per cent of the 17.3 million 
registered voters were expected to vote in November’s 
local elections, a report by the elections task group said 
on Wednesday (23 August]. 


Although elections would not take place in KwaZulu/ 
Natal and rural areas of the Western Cape by November 
1, Task Group Co-Chairman Dr Frederick van Zyl 
Slabbert said the election process in the rest of the 
country was on schedule. 


"The voting process started out as an hour-glass figure," 
he told a media briefing in Johannesburg. "We started 
out depending on getting voters to register. Then we 
moved into a narrow area of setting inner and outer 
boundaries. Now we’re moving into broader areas 
again, like determining transitional council areas and 
the number of seats." 


The biggest snag in the election process was in 
KwaZulu/Natal, which was required to hold elections 
before March 31 next year. Slabbert said the whole 
province was a problem. 


"We've pretty much accepted that there will be no 
elections (in KwaZulu/Natal) on November 1." 


The major problem was whether certain tracts of tribal 
land should be incorporated with urban areas run 
by transitional local councils [TLCs]. If the African 
National Congress and Inkatha Freedom Party could not 
come to an agreement, the issue would have to be taken 
to the House of Traditional Leaders, Slabbert said. The 
dispute might then be taken to the Constitutional Court. 


Slabbert said the task group felt the problem could be 
solved only by political negotiation. 
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The November | elections were unlikely to take place 
in rural areas of the Western Cape because of requests 
to amend the constitution to allow district councils to 
be elected. 


Problems were also being experienced in the Eastern 
Cape, where traditional leaders had vowed not to 
participate in the elections. This could stall the election 
process in that province. 


In the Eastern Transvaal, agreement had still not been 
reached between the provincial government and North- 
ern Province regarding the management of the election 
process in two areas. A court hearing would be a last 
resort to settle the dispute, and negotiations were con- 
tinuing. 


The boundaries of transitional local councils in North- 
ern Province were still being debated, and this also pre- 
sented a problem. 


Slabbert said Western Cape authorities had succeeded 
in solving the problem of delinking transitional local 
councils. Elections would take place on schedule in 95 
of the 96 TLCs. [passage omitted] 


IBA: Radio Political Advertisements Banned 


MB2408203295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2029 GMT 24 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Aug 24 SAPA 
— Political parties will not be allowed to broadcast 
election campaign messages and advertisements on 
radio stations, the Independent Broadcasting Authority 
[IBA] said on Thursday (24 August]. 


The IBA said in a statement that no party political ad- 
vertisements or election broadcasts for the forthcoming 
local government elections were catered for within ex- 
isting laws. 


In terms of the IBA Act, local government elections 
fell within the definition of an election, the IBA said. 
This meant that no broadcaster could air a party election 
broadcast or political advertisement before or during the 
elections. 


The IBA said it would therefore monitor the situation. 
Its Monitoring and Complaints Department would also 
monitor broadcasts to ensure fair play in terms of news 
presentation and the right of reply. 


The IBA defined a party election broadcast as a direct 
message broadcast free of charge that contained a 
message to further the interests of any political party. 
A party political advertisement was a paid for message 
intended to advance the interests of a party. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Cabinet Committee Reviews ‘RDP Failure’ 


MB2408142995 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
24 Aug 95 p 3 


[Report by political correspondent Patrick Bulger) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town — Low rates of 
RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program] in- 
vestment reflecting the Government’s inability to imple- 
ment upliftment programmes came under the spotlight 
in a review of economic policies yesterday. 


The RDP failure is highlighted in a report prepared 
for the special Cabinet committee chaired by President 
Nelson Mandela The report was discussed at a regular 
meeting of the Cabinet committee on economic affairs. 


Government sources stressed that the committee was 
not intended as a fe-assessment of the Government's 
economic policies but was rather intended to identify 
"blockages" preventing goals from becoming reality. 


"This report in no way supercedes existing government 
economic policies,” one source said. 


The committee was set up by Mandela to find practical 
ways to reverse South Africa’s economic malaise and 
to convert the economy to international competitiveness 
and to stimulate exports and job creation. 


One of the "blockages" identified is the low rate of 
RDP investment. While economic growth, fixed pri- 
vate investment and private sector employment have 
all shown a healthy increase since the election, RDP 
investment has been unimpressive. This has been at- 
tributed to a lack of professional implementing capacity, 
the breakdown of administrations especially in the for- 
mer TVBC [Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] 
states and high levels of crime that frustrate infrastruc- 
tural projects. 


Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg said the Government 
was considering turning over some infrastructural de- 
velopment to the private sector in a bid to stimulate 
activity. A source said the ministers were briefed on the 
"blockages" and were asked to devise ways of getting 
around them. 


RDP ‘Crisis’ Said Threatening NGO’s Survival 


MB2408174095 Johannesburg FINANCE WEEK 
in English 17-23 Aug 95 pp 35-36 


[Report by Charlene Smith] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] A large number of teacher 
and pupil upgrading programmes and health projects 
are facing collapse because foreign donor funds have 
almost without exception been redirected to the RDP 
[Reconstruction and Development Program] Ministry. 
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Some NGO [nongovernmental organizations} officials 
privately cite blame for the present crisis on a battle 
by centralist ideologies within the RDP office to pull 
developmental work under government departments, 
despite the fact that few, if any, have the capacity to 
work at grassroots level in the way NGO's have done 
for the last two decades. 


Even ANC MP, Gill Marcus who heads the parliamen- 
tary select committee on finance, last week told a Cape 
Town conference that the RDP was undermining sound 
budgeting by allowing departments to "have a second 
bite at the cherry" and put off reprioritisation of bud- 
geting. 


The RDP portfolio under the management of Minister 
Jay Naidoo has become the focus of government con- 
cern with most of a R500m [rands) presidential feed- 
ing scheme collapsed because of corruption. President 
Mandela has ordered a probe into the government man- 
aged schemes. Late last week, deputy president, Thabo 
Mbeki called the top officials of the RDP office, includ- 
ing Naidoo, before him to explain the failure of efficient 
implementation, and sometimes no implementation, of 
the reconstruction and development programme. 


RDP official Frank Meintjies and others, in their turn, 
called in top NGO's early last week to lambast them 
about leaks to FW [FINANCE WEEK], which have 
been followed up by other media, showing the RDP 
office has reneged on promises to the NGO community 
leading to the collapse of some. 


To add fuel to the fire, a survey by the Independent 
Development Trust [IDT] shows that 128 Non- 
Governmental Organisations and community based 
organisations [CBO] which service some 10m SA’s 
[South Africa] , have a shortfall of R209.5m [rands], 
or two-thirds of their budgets for this year. 


FW predicted a year ago (FW, June 23-29, 1994) 
that up to half of NGO's then operating faced closure 
with changing funding and operational priorities from 
foreign donors and the SA government. And while it 
was stressed then, and some NGO's agree now, that 
some NGO's deserved to be closed because of poor 
administration and a gravy train mentality, the present 
dilemma being faced now is that some of the best 
NGO's are on their knees and facing collapse. 


The IDT report shows that education — a declared 
priority of government — is the hardest hit, with 60% 
of those NGO's in serious trouble. Of the 49 major 
educational NGO's surveyed, only five had met their 
funding requirements this year. "A R5.9m surplus at 
the end of March, 1994, for educational development 
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agencies, was reduced to a R3.4m deficit at the end of 
the same month in 1995," 


Microenterprise projects were the only sector with a 
surplus, but even that was half the surplus last year. 
The IDT’s microenterprise division is also sci to close 
as it shifts some of its key projects to ihe Department 
of Trade and Industry, which has set up a new division 
to handle them. It is the sector most keenly watched by 
foreign donors at present. 


A number of key NGO’s have either collapsed or are 
facing collapse long before the National Development 
Agency [NDA] mooted by RDP Minister Jay Naidoo 
is established in December. The NDA is already three 
months behind its operating schedule because of delays 
by the RDP office and the Ministry of Finance. 


Some projects that are on the brink of collapse include: 


— Voter education group the Matla Trust has funds for 
another week of operation. 


— Teacher upgrading programme, the Molteno project, 
which has inservice courses for 1,500 teachers has all 
but closed down. It has closed an adult literacy project 
and retrenched some staff members. 


— The Planned Parenthood Association [PPASA] has a 
shortfall of R3.1m and has retrenched some staff as well 
as closing four projects. "While the European Union 
insists it is making funds available through the Ministry 
of Health, PPASA says its government grant has not 
increased in three years," the IDT report notes. 


— The Goldfields Science and Mathematics Resource 
Centre, a science and maths upgrading programme for 
pupils in the Western Cape which also trains them on 
computers has received no funding this year and has 
retrenched 14 staff. 


— The African Cooperative Action Trust which has 
established and serviced 759 savings clubs and more 
than 6,300 micro projects in KwaZulu/Natal has a 
shortfall of R3m. 


— The Disabled People of SA will close four of 
their seven regional programmes soon, and the three 
remaining projects face closure early next year. Its 
Closure affects 140 self-help groups and 25,000 disabled 


people. 


The IDT survey shows that in 1994, 67% of funding 
came from local sources — of which the IDT was the 
major funder followed by the corporate sector — that 
figure has now risen to 75%. Foreign sources accounted 
for 28% of funding last year, while they accounted for 
91% of donations this year with most coming from 
USAID. The SA national and provincial governments 
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contributed only six percent of funding last year and 
nine percent this year. 


The largest corporate donors within SA include the Joint 
Education Trust, Anglo American, Gencor, Metropoli- 
tan Life, Engen, South African Breweries and Standard 
Bank. 


"Attempts by NGOs to garner support from national 
and provincial RDP offices and line departments have 
borne very little fruit. The lack of liaising mechanisms 
and administrative capacity in provinces lead to delays 
or even the non-delivery of funds where NGOs are 
involved in contractual relationships with provinces.” 


The IDT report says "whether NGOs and CBOs, which 
provided key services to the disadvantaged in the 
apartheid era, will survive in the post-apartheid era 
will depend on the release of funds in the next few 
months. This will necessitate an urgent review of both 
international and local funders priorities as well as 
some mechanism to release government RDP funds at 
a quicker rate". 


Ramaphosa: State Cannot Deliver RDP Housing 
Promise 


MB2408&\.695 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English: 0S00 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government will not be 
able to deliver on its Reconstruction and Development 
Program (RDP] promise to build a million houses in 
five years. Conceding this, ANC Secretary General 
Cyril Ramaphosa blamed realities on the ground, adding 
that there may have been an overestimation of the 
government's capabilities. But he emphasized that the 
RDP was not only about building houses or creating 
jobs. Rather, it was a comprehensive socio-economic 
program which expressed the aspirations of the majority 
of South Africans. 


NLC Statement Assesses Land Claims Situation 


MB2408164095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1103 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Aug 23 SAPA 
— The National Land Committee [NLC] does not 
agree with market driven redistribution of land in South 
Africa, and has proposed removal from the Constitution 
of the property clause, which protects property owners’ 
rights. 


In a statement on Wednesday [23 August] the NLC said 
a willing-buyer-willing- seller arrangement would not 
be able to redress past imbalances in respect of land 
reform in South Africa. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The Department of Land Affairs, under pressure from 
institutions such as the World Bank, had accepted 
a market-based land reform model, the NLC said. 
However, in the South African context, the market had 
a limited role to play. The market in itself fell far short 
of mechanisms for equitable redistribution. 


Because markets were never truly free, they were bound 
by political and social power relations which determined 
their regulation, the NLC said. 


The NLC also suggested that banks should foreclose on 
farmers with bad debts so that their land could be re- 
distributed. It also proposed that a land tax should be 
used as a way of making land available for redistribu- 
tion, and suggested expropriation as an additional mech- 
anism, saying independent valuators should be used to 
determine compensation. 


The committee said the property clause should be 
removed from the Constitution. It agreed with Land 
Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom that t* clause could 
hinder land reform. 


It also wanted restitution widened beyond the 1913 cut- 
off date, and farm labour tenants to receive special 
consideration. It recommended that black women in 
particular benefit from land reform, especially in respect 
of access to finance. 


In its proposals the NLC suggested that land reform 
should encompass: 


— the redressing of historical imbalances; 

— the restructuring of land-based power relations; and, 
— alleviation of rural poverty, stimulation of economic 
growth and the creation of long-term stability. 


4,740 Claims Filed With Land Rights Commission 


MB2408194295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1726 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Aug 24 SAPA — 
More than 100 claims for the restitution of land were 
being investigated, the Commission on the Restitution of 
Land Rights said in a statement in Pretoria on Thursday. 


Chief Land Claims Commissioner Joe Seremane said 
recommendations on these claims would be submitted 
to the Land Claims Court in due course. 


The commission had so far received 4,740 restitution 
claims. Of these, 1,840 came from KwaZulu/Natal, 949 
from Gauteng and 616 from the Western Cape. 


"Progress with the handling of claims can be re; 
despite the fact that offices of the regional land c’ 
commissioners are not yet fully staffed,” Seremane said. 
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The task of transferring the files on claims received and 
registered at the commission’s Pretoria head office to 
the four regional offices in Cape Town, East London, 
Pietermaritzburg and Pretoria was virtually completed. 


Seremane said approval had been given for the appoint- 
ment of community liaison officers and field workers 
to assist regional commissioners in investigating claims 
for restitution. 


"Skeleton staff is now operating in all the offices and 
the process if filling posts is in its final stages,” he said. 


A commission spokesman said every claim received 
by the commission would be investigated. Priorities 
laid down by the commission determined which claims 
should be researched first. 


The chief land claims commissioner can be telephoned 
on (012) 341-7900. 


Malaysia Releases Housing Project to State 


MB2408163395 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 24 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The official handing over of 
the Malaysian-sponsored housing project in Guguletu to 
the South African Government took place this morning. 
Anthea Warner reports from Guguletu: 


The project was initiated in 1990, when President 
Mandela paid a visit to Malaysia. The Malaysian 
Government pledged aid to the South Africans in the 
form of what is now called a friendship housing project. 
More than 100 homes have been built in Guguletu’s 
(Munsamwabi) Park, now known as (Sandile) Park. 
Malaysia intends building 1,000 houses in the township. 


Funds Allocated for KwaZulu Urban Development 


MB2308152795 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 23 Aug 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] One hundred million rands has 
been earmarked for urban infrastructural development in 
KwaZulu/Natal. Local Government and Housing MEC 
[Member of the Executive Council] Peter Miller says 
the money will be used for an urban renewal program, 
part of the government’s Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment Program [RDP]. The announcement represents sig- 
nificant progress following an earlier deadlock in RDP 
funds allocation. Delays in allocating funds to viable 
projects have been sharply criticized in recent months. 
Excessive red tape has been blamed, but senior gov- 
ernment officials say delays are due to difficulties in 
amalgamating various administrative funds. 
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Government To Spend R60 Million on 
Infrastructure 


MB2508061725 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2118 GMT 24 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Aug 24 SAPA — 
Sixty million rand [R) will be spent from October on 
upgrading the infrastructure of municipalities, the office 
of Minister Without Portfolio Jay Naidoo said in a 
statement on Thursday (24 August]. 


The money would be given to transitional local coun- 
cils throughout the country for 66 different reconstruc- 
tion and development projects. Twenty-five applications 
from local councils in Western Cape had been approved, 
11 from Eastern Cape, 10 each from Northern Province 
and Northern Cape, six from Free State and two each 
from Northwest and Gauteng. Applications from East- 
ern Transvaal and KwaZulu/Natal were being consid- 
ered, the statement said. 


KwaZulu’s Biggest Waste Dump Ordered Closed 


MB2508101895 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 25 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Water Affairs and Forestry 
Minister Kadar Asmal has ordered the permanent clo- 
sure of the biggest industrial waste dump in KwaZulu/ 
Natal. Mr. Asmal, who visited the waste dump at Umlazi 
tv months ago because of complaints from residents 
0: Isipingo and Umlazi, said the dump was too close to 
residential areas and was a potential source of ground 
water pollution. Mr. Asmal set no closure date, but said 
he would like to see it shut down within six months. 


Government To Investigate Toxic Waste Shipment 


MB2508101995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 25 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Department of Environ- 
mental Affairs is setting up an independent commission 
of inquiry to investigate the shipment of 500 tonnes of 
toxic waste from Finland to South Africa. The shipment 
was turned back to Finland last week after a public out- 
cry. The department has also suspended the services of a 
private consulting company which was ajy «rcotly given 
the responsibility of issuing toxic waste permits. The in- 
quiry will look into the employment of the company by 
the department, the appropriateness of the powers it was 
given, and the toxic waste shipment itself. 


Winnie Mandela Calls For Prosecution of De Klerk 


MB2308195095 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] President of the ANC’s 
Women’s League Winnie Mandela today warned that 


FBIS-AFR-95-165 
25 August 1995 


the proposed Truth Commission is likely to be misused 
if perpetrators of crimes against humanity are noi 
prosecuted and suitably punished. Mrs. Mandela was 
addressing students at the University of Cape Town 
on defensive democracy and freedom of speech. A 
chanting crowd of more than 2,000 students welcomed 
Mrs. Mandela to one of her rare appearances at the 
university. She said people like Deputy President F.W. 
de Klerk and former President P.W. Botha should be 
prosecuted. 


{Begin Mandela recording] De Klerk and P.W. Botha 
and those people responsible for the crimes against 
humanity that was apartheid must be pu. on trial, and if 
they are found guilty, they must be suitably punished. 
{end recording] 


South African Press Review for 24 Aug 
MB2408121095 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Keep Constitution Process Open — Constitutional As- 
sembly Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa’s suggestion for 
closed-door bilateral negotiations is rejected by Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 24 August in its 
page 6 editorial. "We think it would be totally wrong to 
go back to the secret wheeling and dealing that had a 
major influence on the Kempton Park negotiation of the 
interim constitution.” Considering that more than 2 mil- 
lion people made submissions to the assembly, secret 
talks will negate those contributions. "The ANC will 
have flouted its own promise of transparency in all its 
dealings and in all matters concerning the government." 
The editorial concludes: "If you can’t break deadlocks, 
the answer is to try for compromises in open discus- 
sion. If you are behind schedule and you can’t make 
then first-draft deadline of October 31 or the final-draft 
deadline of May, 10, 1996, extend the deadlines.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Finance Minister's Views ‘Troubling’ — Finance Min- 
ister Chris Liebenberg’s economic forecasts are “trou- 
bling” to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English, 
according to its page 16 editorial on 24 August. "Lieben- 
berg’s economic dilemma is how to finance the 7% or 
8% growth the country needs to sustain beyond the turn 
of the century with long-term investment funds. He can- 
not risk a speculative capital flight of the sort that led 
to Mexico’s economic turmoil. On the other hand, he 
cannot reasonably expect that anything but hard-nosed 
economic pragmatism will persuade industrialists and 
entrepreneurs to invest the long-term capital need to 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-165 
25 August 1995 


establish businesses that will create both jobs and ex- 
ports.” The editorial concludes: “Further relaxation of 
exchange controls is needed if the [Reserve] Bank is to 
have more, and better, options than the open market op- 
erations to which it is now largely constrained” in order 
to overcome “inefficient tax collection, poor perceptions 
of law and order and inadequate economic co-ordination 
between government ministries.” 


BEELD 


Reconciliation Remains Important — When President 
Nelson Mandela “reaches out to white and other mi- 
nority groups,” in a certain sense he is building on the 
foundahon laid by the original constitutional negotia- 
lions, says a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 22 August. "However, it is important that it 
does not stop there.” The editorial cites attempts at rec- 
onciliation by Mandela such as his speech at the Pretoria 
City Council, his support for the national rugby team, 
and his visit last week to Mrs. Verwoerd. "Through 
these symbolic gestures he has shown more than any 
other political leader in the country that he realizes 
how essential it is to continue the process of reconcili- 
ation initiated during negotiations, by also reaching out 
a friendly hand to those people outside his usual ‘con- 
stituency.’” “Cooperation and reconciliation will have 
to get attention at all times, not only by mere words 
and symbolic gestures, but through practical actions as 
well.” 
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Blame Election Fever — When politicians attack their 
political opponents with renewed sharpness, then one 
knows they have election fever, notes a second editorial 
on the same page. “Hence Mr. Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
remark that Deputy President F.W. de Klerk was not 
needed in the goverument.” This also explains his 
remark that Premier Frank Mdlalose’s fight against 
violence and crime in KwaZulu/Natal “had failed” and 
that IFP (Inkatha Freedom Party} supporters “should get 
rid of him.” The public ought to realize that remarks 
such as these “should be taken with a pinch of election 
salt,” and, more importantly, “politicians ought to watch 
what they say while national "sconciliation remains 
such a high priority, as Presio_.« Mandela so clearly 
illustrated during the weekend.” 


THE STAR 


Leaders Must Set Example — “The scale of violence 
and killing in KwaZulu/Natal is such that it numbs 
comprehension,” says the 24 August editorial on page 
20 “Johannesburg THE STAR in English. "We suggest 
that many of our leaders do little to improve the situation 
by their repetitive sniping at each other.” Citing a debate 
on television between the ANC and Inkatha Freedom 
Party secretaries- general, it adds: “When their leaders 
squabble like this it is little wonder that the rank and 
file see no reason to abandon animosity.” 
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Angola 
UNITA Denies Santos, Savimbi Dividing Resources 


/MB2408090295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Aug 95 


["Communique”” issued by the Standing Committee of 
the UNITA Political Commission in Bailundo on 22 
Aujjust —- read by announcer] 

(FBIS Translated Text] The Standing Committee of the 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola} Political Commission informs its militants, 
Angoians, and the international public opinion that: 

1. President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and UNITA Pres- 
ident Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi only discussed the 
creation of the post of vice president, legislative elec- 
tions, and the formation of the Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] during the historic summit held in Franceville on 
10 August. 

2. At no time did the president of the Republic and 
President Savimbi negotiate the partition of the coun- 
try’s strategic riches, like diamonds and oil, as certain 
Luanda circles have been reporting over the past 24 
hours. 


3. In view of such an appalling insinuation, the Stand- 
ing Committee of the UNITA Political Commission un- 
equivocally and strongly denies such reports and notes 
that such an idea is contrary to UNITA’s policy, of 
which President Savimbi is the supreme representative. 
Our country is facing specific problems that must de- 
serve our president’s attention and resourcefulness. The 
Standing Committee appeals to all party militants to be 
vigilant in view of yet another ploy by the enemies of 
{Issued} Bailundo on 22 August 1995 


[Signed] Standing Committee of the Political Commis- 
sion 


UNITA Official Comments on Vice Presidency 


MB2508101795 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 24 Aug 95 


{Interview with UNITA Secretary General Lukamba 
Gato by Joao van Dunem on the “Londres, Ultima Hora” 
program; place and date not given — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] What is UNITA’s [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] position 
on the question of the vice presidency? Will Jonas 
Savimbi be second vice president or not? UNITA 
Secretary General Lukamba Gato comments: 


(Begin recording] [Gato] The UNITA Political Commis- 
sion has not made a decision yet. Like we said earlier, 
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this matter will be discussed by the party's decision- 
(Van Dunem] In an article publisted in a Portuguese 
daily on 23 August, UN Secretary General Butrus Ghali 
said Jonas Savimbi had told him that he would accept 
the post of vice president. 

[Gato] Well, during President Savimbi’s discussions 
with the UN secretary general, the issue was not left 
to the UN chief to decide but to the party’s decision- 
making organs. 

[Van Dunem] So does that mean UNITA can reject the 
offer? 


[Gato] Well, I do not wish to comment before UNITA’s 
Political Commission makes a decision. 


[Van Dunem] Can you confirm or deny reports that there 
is a list of possible UNITA candidates for the post of 
vice president on which you and Abel Chivukuvuku, 
among others, are included? 

[Gato] No, that is mere propaganda. [end recording] 


Mozambique 


West’s Post Cold War Attitude Criticized 


MB2308124295 Maputo TEMPO in Portuguese 
13 Aug 95 p2 


[FBIS Translated Text] Everything looked marvelous at 
the outset of the African independence movement in 
the 50’s. The rise of Mozambique to independence in 
1975, like in previous and subsequent cases elsewhere, 
was virtually a humiliation to the West — it had been 
defeated by the liberation guerrilla movements. The 
winners celebrated, swearing that colonialism was no 
more. 


Humiliation neither pleased nor let Westerners be at 
ease. An example of this was the whole effort made 
to eliminate the Eastern bloc, seen as being primaril) 
guilty for Africa’s independence movement. After all, 
the new generation of countries tended to align with 
the East. Shortly before Westerners accomplished their 
goal, conditions were created so that countries like 
Mozambique, Angola, and South Africa could convince 
themselves that they had made the wrong choice. The 
civil wars in Angola and Mozambique brought about 
the changes that Westerners wanted in those countries. 
Moreover, with their economies ruined and because of 
international aid, those countries missed the opportunity 
of asserting their independent status. 


What is more obvious, the West’s return to Africa is 
today more open and daring. It even looks as though 
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Mozambique as a state is making a serious mistake by 
seriously considering joining the Commonwealth. As 
if the U.S. ambassador's antics in 1994 had not been 
enough, British envoy Richard Edis, while presenting 
Maputo Mayor Baptista Cosme with a gift for the c:ty’s 
Urban Services Directorate, took ihe opportunity to 
complain that the street in which his embassy is located 
bears the name of a foreigner who had not even set 
foot in Mozambique. The embassy is in the same place 
where a former British premier had sought refuge during 
the Anglo- Boer war. 


Although the city of Maputo’s toponymy does include 
names of people who have never been in Mozambique, 
it was, however, unfair to complain in the manner 
and circumstances chosen by the envoy. It looks as 
though — and it must not be far from the truth — 
the envoy, by donating the garbage trollies to the city 
of Maputo, wanted somethirg in return. But if garbage 
trollies, uniforms, and protection masks are likely to 
cost a street's name, how much would it cost us the 
billions of dollars that the international community has 
been allocating to our country, either in the form of 
“gratuitous” aid or loans to enable us to operate under 
the prevailing conditions? 

As the correlation of forces, which Westerners preferred 
to call “cold war” is no more, they now have the right to 
tell us how to behave, to clear their throats, and be aloof 
merely to show that it is after all possible to win a war 


without firing a single shot, and recover what appeared. 


to have been lost. 
What next... 


And Foreign and Cooperation Minister Leonardo Simao 
Said in an interview that “we are not selling the country.” 
It is true. One cannot sell something that has already 
been bought — that would be cheating. 


Namibia 


Study: Export Zones Unlikely To Impact Economy 
MB2308195595 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 21 Aug 95 pl 


[Report by Patrick Mwale] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The much-talked about Export 
Processing Zone (EPZ) may help to publicise Namibia 
but it is unlikely to make a large impact on the 
manufacturing sector, a review of the economy has 
indicated. 

The observation is contained in this month's overview 
by the Namibian Economic Policy Research Unit 
(NEPRU). It says the EPZ may help to “advertise” the 
country but it is unlikely to have a large direct impact 
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every 
hasten these reductions. Also, the “Buy Namibian” 
campaign should receive official backing. 
Shifting to mining, NEPRU says current mining activi- 
ties should be stable for the next few years, but will de- 
cline slowly thereafter as resarves decline and the cr sts 
of extraction shoot up. 


It says results from current exploration should become 
clear in the 24 months, and that this will clarify the 
medium-term future for mining. Initial results from 
offshore exploration are %,timistic, particularly for 
diamonds and gis, it adds. 


Government Intervention in Economy Said isky 


MB2308195395 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 21 Aug 95 p 3 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Finance Minister Helmut An- 
gula’s plans to adopt a “more interventionist” policy 
Carries very high risks of increasing public expenditure, 
disturbing markets and eroding investor confidence, eco- 
nomic researchers warn. 


In its current overview of the economy, the Namibian 
Economic Policy Research Unit (NEPRU) says plans 
by Mr Angula to be more interventionist carries very 
high risks of increasing public expenditure as well as 
disturbing markets and private investors who could 
link Namibia with other African nations which have 
experimented with central planning policies. 

“The scope for creating a population of white elephants 
is great and any proposals for public investment projects 
should-be very rigorously evaluated,” says a section of 
the report highlighting government activity. The report 
says the First National Development Plan contains a 
wide collection of laudable objectives and policies, 
but that political commitment to the plan has been 
insufficient to develop a convincing overall strategy. 


“This has so far hampered private sector activities and 
communication between the government and private 
business must be improved. The commitment to private 
sector growth is positive, but support for this should 
be restricted to setting an appropriate policy and should 
not involve substantial public expenditure in productive 
sectors,” says the report. 

Rather, it adds, public resources should be devoted to 
the primary public expenditure obligation, which is to 
improve the quality and coverage of social services. 
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It says existing regulations penalising governmei { man- 
agers for overspending should be rigorously applied 
while the development budget should include major pro- 
grammes to change recurrent spending, for instance, im- 
proving and expanding service provision. 


For the first time since independence, the 1995/96 
budget projected a “realistic” growth in revenue of 18 
percent which was in line with the real growth in the 
economy. 


Germany To Supply Air Radar Systems 
MB2308192595 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 21 Aug 95 p2 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Namibia will soon be getting 
four $100 million [Namibian doilars}] state-of-the-art 
radar systems from Germany to monitor and control the 
country’s entire air space in or. to enhance aviation 
safety following an agreement reached by the two 
countries in Germany recently. One such radar system 
has already been made available to Namibia to serve 
the country’s central air space. 


Works Transport and Communication Deputy Minister 
Klaus Dierks, who has just returned from Germany told 
THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER on Friday that the 
four radars would be installed during the course of next 


year. 


He said the Namibian government would only be 
required to pay part of the costs to be incurred in 
transporting the radar equipment from Germany to 
Namibia 


Although modern, the four radars will ®< second hand 
as they had been use on the border 'etween Germany 
and Poland. 


Dr Dierks said the radars would be stravegically sta- 
tioned in the country’s southern and northern areas in 
order to ensure total surveillance of the whole territorial 
air space. 


The unavailability of radar facilities in Namibia has 
raised questions from some aviation quarters with 
regards the safety of the country’s air space. 


The Deputy Minister said the installation of the four 
radars would also boost income for the country’s 
aviation industry as planes which pass through the 
Namibian airspace in transit to their destinations would 
be required to pay more fees because of the additional 
radar service. 
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Swaziland 


‘*congly Entrenched’ Crime Syndicates Discussed 
MB2508101095 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 25 Aug 95 p 15 


[Report by Nimrod Mauza] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] When Lisa Nomhiangano 
Zikalala was arrested in Thailand, she was allegedly 
travelling on a false Swazi passport which belonged to 
anuthr Swazi hawker, Niombikayise Magongo. 

The interest of police was attracted when strange men 
started threatening Zikalala’s family in an effort to stop 
them telling what they knew of their mother. 
Inquiries later led to strong indications that Zikalala’s 
alleged drug activities were not an isolated case, but 
were part of an international crime syndicate which was 
strongly entrenched in Swaziland. 

This syndicate is believed to deal extensively in drugs: 
ranging from the ordinary dagga, to heroin and cocaine. 
Since then, police have been searching for a drugs 
factory. 

The threat posed by drugs in Manzini is so serious that 
teachers at two of the leading schools in the city, the 
Catholic Salesian and the Mjingo High School report 
thai students use drugs extensively. The most common 
drug, besides dagga, is mandrax. But drugs authorities 
report that students also have access to and use such 
serious drugs as heroin and cocaine. 

Crime syndicates in Swaziland are not new. 

In the late Seventies and early Eighties, syndicates 
specialising in car theft thrived throughout the country. 
Car thieves became crime lords with political influence 
that allowed them to operate with such impunity that in 
those days, it was common, and in fact far easier, and 
far more efficient to seek protection from the criminals 
in the protection of your car than from the police. 
Car theft syndicates which operated regional rings 
which could quickly transfer a car stolen in Johannes- 
burg as far as Nairobi or Dar Es Salaam in east Africa 
became a lucrative practice. 

A union of thieves stole cars from South Africa and 
Swaziland and drove them into Mozambique and vice 
versa. 


it was not long before crime lords used their cash to 

corrupt the system by buying into the government and 

Al one stage, many police drove around shamelessly in 
Cars. 
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The best demonstration of the political influence of the 
crime syndicates in the country came in the late Eighties, 
when a South African insurance investigator compiled 
a long list of stolen cars, many of them now owned by 
the police. 


However when he came to the country to apply for court 
orders to seize the cars, he was officially deported. 


During inter-varsity games involving students from 
Botswana anid Lesotho at Kwaluseni, car thieves at- 
tracted by a nice kombi [van] driven by Lesotho stu- 
dents, tailed the car to the campus. 


But when they were frustrated in attempts to steal that 
car, the thieves pulled out an AK 47 and shot dead a 
student from Botswana. 


Meanwhile, things have since changed a little. When a 
new Commissioner of Police was appointed two years 
ago, one of his first actions was to crack down on the car 
syndicates. Syndicates have not confined their activities 
to cars. Closely linked to the cars racket in Swaziland, 
are drugs syndicates and gun-running. 


The trans-national crime networks also operated supply 
routes for gun runners who supplied the violence in 
South Africa. Cross border criminals however provoked 
a bad enemy when they started stealing livestock 
mainly cattle from Swaziland and South Africa that 
inadvertently fuelled a strong bond among cattle owners 
in several countries. 


Recognising for the first time that crime knows no 
boundaries, ministers of police of Southern Africa met 
for a crime summit in Harare, Zimbabwe earlier this 
month, and resolved to set up a regional bureau to deal 
with organised crime. 

In Swaziland, crime syndicates have spread from the 
towns to the rural areas where, in most cases, livestock 
is the target. 


The hub of Swaziland, Manzini is always a favourite 
home for crime syndicates. 


Car thieves, drug lords, fraudsters dealerships in stolen 
property and other white collar crimes have found a 
home in Manzini. 

A syndicate said to specialise in bank fraud and is 
allegedly based in Johannesburg, involves { wazis. 

It’s amazing how the police are normally successful in 
dealing with armed robberies. 

Invariably, every robber is eventually apprehended. 


Why, is not clear. Could it could be that armed robberies 
do not belong to organized crime? 
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Meanwhile, even though car thieves are no longer as 
brazen as in the early 90’s they are still very active. 
The arrests made so far indicate that the brains behind 
the car stealing syndicates are still walking free. 


It has been alleged some car thieves have connections 
in high places. 
The car stealing racket thrives even today with a little 


change in tactics or strategy. But now, they also use 
force; robbing owners of their cars at gunpoint. 


Bank frauds have also been a major concern over the 
past few years. 


Though the brains in the frauds are understood based 
in SA (South Africa) they target Swaziland banks as 
well. A number of banks have been defrauded. The 
biggest bank fraud recently involved over E3 million 
{emalangeni] in insurance money drawn at the Central 
Bank. Part of the money was later recovered by the bank 
even though the suspects were acquitted. 


Several other banks were effected by the fraud. That 
syndicate is still alive, through police sources say its 
members are still lying low. 


However the biggest menace in recent years has been 
the drug mafia. 


In the early 80s, drugs flowed into Swaziland through 
the border with Mozambique and through the airport, 
mainly arriving on nights from East Africa. The drugs 
mainly mandrax from India were aimed almost entirely 
at the South African market. Swaziland is an ideal 
conduit, strategically located as a transit point. 


But recently, other drugs such as cocaine, heroin, LSD, 
have also come in. This time, the market is not only 
South Africa. Some of the drugs are sold in Swaziland. 


The arrest of a Swazi woman in Thailand for drug 
trafficking is an illustration of our extensive in the drug 
network [sentence as published]. 


The political changes and democracy in South Africa 
have had an immense influence on the increase in drug 
trafficking in the region. 

Swazi criminals on their own, and in association with 
other syndicates are cashing in. 

Swaziland passports which are easy to forge are com- 
monly used by foreigners who spend a brief stay here 
before getting the necessary documents to enter and stay 
in SA. 


In this month’s issue of Tribute Mag zine (SA) it was 
reported that although neighbouring states are used as 
transit points, SA remains the main drugs market. 
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Some of the drugs though are used locally. About two 
years ago, a block of prestigious flats in Manzini was 


reported to be a drug den. 


Recently, drugs have become so easily available on 
the street that even high school students can get them. 
Swaziland which is renowned for its lax security is 
now a hospitable home for drug pushers and other 
international criminals. 


While conceding that criminals are always a step ahead, 
police say they have stepped up vigilance to combat 
Organised crime. 

PRO [public relations officer), Superintendent 
Khisimusi Ndlovu says to address crime, it is 
necessary to look at its causes. Among these, he says, 
is unemployment. 

"There are also other factors but if in a country, you 
have so many people who are not employed what do 
you expect,” he said. 


He noted with concern that some of the jobless who 
turn to crime are intelligent university graduates. 


"Look at the children who have failed the external 
examination, where are they? They are on the streets 
with no jobs after having been denied education," he 
said. 

Supt. Ndlovu also said the educational system in Swazi- 
land grooms students for white collar jobs. It is only 
recently that government is attempting to diversity the 
education system. 


What are the police doing to combat crime syndicates? 
Supt. Ndlovwu said the police have created units within 
the force that deal specifically with organized crime. 


The new unit is known as the Criminal Intelligence Unit 
(CID). Its work is similar to that of the Intelligence 
Branch. The Unit, he says, researches the operations of 
crime syndicates and assists the CID’s in investigation 
of cases. But, the police are not looking at criminals 
alone. Supt. Ndlovu said police have also started a self- 
Cleansing exercise to weed out criminal elements within 
the force. 


"We want to remain clean. Our efforts to combat crime 
in general will be useless if we have rotten potatoes 
among us. We are Sparing no effort to eradicate the 
force of criminal elements," he said. “Also, we are 
upgrading the skills within the force itself by recruiting 
graduates in a bid to track white collar criminals." 
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Central Bank: Finances Continue To Deteriorate 


MB2508102695 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 25 Aug 95 p 15 


(Report by Peter Hlophe} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The country’s deteriorating 
fiscal position continued for the fourth successive year 
running with the appropriated budget deficit recording 
E84.5 million [emalangeni] in 1995/96. 


This is according to the latest issue of the Central Bank 
annual report issued yesterday. 


"The deficit will be financed by running down govern- 
ment reserves," the report says. 


It further notes that the treasury bill issue was revived 
in 1994 and the proceeds were used to smooth month 
to month fluctuations in government revenue. 


"While government still holds a net creditor position 
with the banking system, this position fell by E99.6 
million to E438.9 million during the review period,” 
the report says. 


It further advises that government is yet to undertake 
major developmental projects to include the urban 
development project and two road protects, which will 
be financed by foreign borrowing. 


Also, the limit on outstanding government securities 
had also been raised from E30 million to E300 million 
to cater for the such development finance and of the 
E733M total outstanding debt, 86.5% is to central 
government. 


"Given the position, the government’s public debt 
burden could become unmanageable in the future,” the 
report warns. 


Yet even the overall balance of payments position 
worsened from the second successive year following 
eight years of surpluses. 


"This had the effect of reducing foreign reserve holdings 
which showed an annual fall of 6.9%. Persistent deficits 
in the trade and service accounts, as well as recurring 
Capital account outflows, contributed largely to the 
deterioration in the balance of payments position,” the 
report notes. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 


Opposition Head: Government To Delay Elections 


AB2408124395 Abidjan LE JOUR in French 
23 Aug 95 p3 


[Article by Boua Bi Semien: "Laurent Gbagbo, Sec- 
retary General of the Ivorian Popular Front, Reveals: 
Government Ready To Postpone Elections."] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Laurent Gbagbo, secretary gen- 
eral of the Ivorian Popular Front (FPI], gave a news con- 
ference yesterday at his party headquarters in Abidjan- 
Koumassi Zone 4. Analyzing the Ivorian political situ- 
ation, the FPI leader reaffirmed his refusal to accept the 
National Electoral Commission proposed by President 
Bedie, and revealed the government’s intention to post- 
pone the elections. 


"In a country where democracy is not yet fully estab- 
lished, we want transitional measures, including an au- 
tonomous national electoral commission. Any other so- 
lution will be categorically rejected by us — and we 
reject Mr. Bedie’s National Electoral Commission." It 
was in these terms that the FPI secretary general gave 
his party’s stan? on the national commission proposed 
by Henri Konan Bedie, and on the electoral code. Justi- 
fying this decision, Mr. Gbagbo said this electoral code 
is dangerous. According to him, this law has "widely 
divided the Ivorians" and contains "unacceptable" pro- 
visions. Among others, he indicated the one that intro- 
duces the vote by ordinance. "Senegal has experimented 
with voting by ordinance. It was a catastrophe!" Laurent 
Gbagbo shouted. 


Regarding the commission, he revealed that the head of 
state spoke to him about it on 6 July, and that he had 
replied that the FPI could not accept it. Since then, the 
FPI leader has proposed the withdrawal of the electoral 
code and the setting up of a consensual code that allows 
for the existence of an autonomous national electoral 
commission. In Mr. Gbagbo’s opinion, that will "spare 
Cote d’Ivoire the problems that other countries have 
experienced." 

Has the FPI any strategy other than marches? What 
will it do if the government does not give in? Does 
it take the electoral timetable into account? The FPI 
secretary general did not hedge on these questions. 
Concerning the electoral timetable, he said that "the 
dates as they stand are not objectionable” to his party. 
According to him, the role of the FPI is to fight for 
the democratization of Cote d’Ivoire, and that cannot 
be done according to a given timetable. Lessons must 
be learned from the development of situations, he said. 
Furthermore, he advised against focusing too much on 
immediate results. "We are fighting on a long term 


basis," he declared. However, Mr. Gbagbo explained, 
concerning the electoral code, that the government must 
be pressured into understanding that a part of Cote 
d'Ivoire does not agree with it. 


Reacting to President Bedie’s argument that it is not 
possible to amend an approved and promulgated law, 
the FPI secretary general replied: "If the law could not 
be amended, Bedie would not be president." He was 
alluding to various amendments to Article 11 of the 
Constitution, which occurred before Bedie’s arrival in 
power. Laurent Gbagbo then revealed: "The government 
has placed a bill before the National Assembly to 
postpone the election dates." According to the FPI 
leader, that shows the duplicity of the government, 
which proclaims that the "debate is over," but which 
is at the same time proposing the postponement of the 
elections. 


Speaking about the information on Alassane Dramane 
Quattara’s decision not to be candidate for the presi- 
dential elections — information published in the 10 to 
23 August issue of JEUNE AFRIQUE — Mr. Gbagbo 
said that only the former prime minister could confirm 
or refute it. Nevertheless, he pointed out that it obvi- 
ously stemmed from disinformation. He concluded in 
this way: "When I met with him he was not in the mood 
I had read about in JEUNE AFRIQUE." 


Laurent Gbagbo also discussed the issue of voting by 
Ivorians living abroad. The FPI leader said he was happy 
that this possibility had at last been granted to them. 
However, he added, "the vote of Ivorians abroad must 
be postponed, because it has been rigged in advance by 
the Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire." 


Mr. Gbagbo explained that "he was resolutely fighting 
for democratization @y respecting the laws of the 
Republic,” and invited the government to cultivate this 
spirit in return. The FPI, according to him, has chosen 
the path of peaceful transition. But he warned: "when 
you marginalize the leadership of political parties and 
trade unions and think you are strong, then you are 
inviting trouble for yourself." This is a statement that 
surely will not fall on deaf ears. 


Correspondent Denies Invasion by Guineans 


AB2308130195 Abidjan LA VOIE in French 
23 Aug p7 


[Article by Freedom Neruda: "The Crux of the Matter") 


(FBIS Translated Text] "It is an age-old problem, and 
we do not understand why the deputy-mayor spoke 
about it in such a manner." According to one of 
the countless persons we discreetly interviewed, this 
problem dates far back into the past. In fect, it was 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


26 WEST AFRICA 


Ivorians who reportedly crossed the border to settle on 
Guinean territory. They have property there: plantations, 
houses, etc. They also have relatives there as a result 
of the balkanization of Africa, which did not take into 
account the ancestral ties knitted beyond the artificial 
frontiers inherited from colonialism. 


Judging by reliable testimonies, those Ivorians who went 
over to settle in Guinean territory, at one point, asked 
to be attached to Cote d’ Ivoire, claiming, among other 
things, that Guinea is not a developed country. They 
had forgotten that they were strangers on the land they 
occupied, not counting the possessions they have there. 


Apparently outraged by this hardly veiled urge for 
annexation, the Guinean authorities decided to chase 
out of their territory these men with short memories 
and unjustified expansionist designs. 


When we went to Sipilou the other day; we did 
not at any time have the impression that we were 
on Ivorian territory. Guinean- registered vehicles were 
parked everywhere. They serve Sipilou, a gateway to 
important commerce with Guinea. 


We did not at any time feel that there was tension, 
and those to whom we spoke about the contents of the 
IVORIAN PRESS AGENCY release were surprised that 
the affair had assumed such proportions. The subprefect 
was surprised to learn that the BBC had aired it. He said 
he feared the media was negatively echoing an issue 
whose resolution had begun. He feared the atmosphere 
could be poisoned... 


In truth, the alleged exodus of the people and “camps 
occupied are in Cote d’ Ivoire," existed only in the mind 
of the deputy-mayor, who did nothing to discourage 
the annexation tendencies of the Ivorians. He should 
have discouraged them, rather than sounding an alert 
which could have had tragic consequences, especially 
when one thinks of what happened in the wake of the 
ASEC [expansion not given]-Kotoko football match, 
and what happened to Liberians in the aftermath of the 
Tai attacks. That was a serious display of fickleness on 
the part of this political official. 


Ghana 


CELTEL Signs Telecommunications Accord With 
AT&T 


AB2408110395 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] CELTEL Ltd., a Ghana- 
ian cellular telephone operating company, has signed 
an agreement with AT&T World Services, Inc. of the 
United States. Under the agreement, AT&T World Ser- 
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vices will support CELTEL, Ltd. as a partner in pro- 
viding management and network operations, services, 
and planning for customers in the country. The agree- 
ment was signed at a news conference in Accra today. 
Newlove Mamata now reports: 


(Begin Mamata recording] CELTEL Lid. is a part- 
nership of local and international companies formed 
to promote telecommunications in Africa. Incorporated 
in Ghana, CELTEL Ltd. is licensed to own, manage, 
construct, and provide wireless services throughout the 
country. It is the result of a strong cooperation in spon- 
sorship between Kludjeson International Ltd. of Ghana, 
the (SCELC) cellular group, and AT&T World Services 
Inc. 


CELTEL Lid., in cooperation with AT&T, will offer 
leadership to plan, construct, and operate reliable wire- 
less services at a reasonable cost by selecting equipment 
and products that will support current and future tech- 
nologies. Its present infrastructure in the country allows 
it to offer a range of wireless services, including fax, 
voice, paging, and data services. This facility allows 
CELTEL to offer both national and international pag- 
ing over 30 member countries. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 


Country Now ‘Fully Connected’ to Internet System 


AB2408110895 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ghana has joined South Africa, 
Botswana, and Zambia as the only countries in sub- 
Saharan Africa to be fulled connected to the Internet 
system worldwide. Internet, which is a global computer 
network, gives users instant access to the outside world 
through electronic mail services, facilitates the move- 
ment of files between offices without being physically 
handled, and allows users to gain access to news bul- 
letins from any of the major world news organizations. 
A statement from the local agency, Network Computer 
Systems in Accra, said Internet will be of great benefit 
to the business community and educational institutions 
in the country. In the field of education, the system will 
enable Ghanaian tertiary institutions, in particular, to 
know and compare research findings and other relevant 
academic materials from universities around the world. 
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Liberia 


Fleeing Refugees Stranded at Closed Border 


AB2408224795 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 24 Aug 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] It is only a few days since 
the Liberian warring factions signed a new peace deal 
in Abuja, setting up a council of state and declaring a 
cease-fire from next Saturday [26 August] night. And 
in spite of past failures, Liberian refugees in Guinea, 
Conakry, have been quick off the mark to rush back 
home, come what may. Hundreds, desperate to get 
away from the appalling conditions they have been 
living in, stormed the border region, but they have been 
disappointed as the border is still being kept closed 
by Charles Taylor’s NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia]. Our reporter, Jonathan Peleyle, has been to the 
border town of Ganta, and he faxed us this report: 


Security officials in the town of Ganta reported yester- 
day that more than 900 Liberian refugees have arrived in 
the border region in the last four days. They are unable 
to enter Liberia due to the border’s closure. Most of the 
refugees are said to be from the Guinea Forest Region 
in the east where there are no relief agencies. According 
to border security sources, these refugees are destitute 
and of all ages. They have told border guards that they 
wished to go home to Liberia because of the latest de- 
velopment in the peace process. Some of the refugees 
are traders who were on a shopping trip Guinea last 
Christmas when the border was closed by the NPFL. 
Last week, it was estimated that some 300 people had 
forced their way across into rural areas and one local 
charity, the Emergency Relief Agency [ERA], has reg- 
istered 350 new arrivals during the last six days. The 
ERA has little food or medicine to help such returnees. 
When I spoke to the agency’s executive director, Arthur 
Massaquoi, at his Ganta office two days ago, he sounded 
frustrated. 


Niger 


Prime Minister’s Statement on Visit to Libya 


AB2308154395 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0545 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[Statement issued by Prime Minister Amadou Hama in 
Niamey on 22 August — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Amadou Hama 
returned to Niamey yesterday afternoon following a 
five-day friendly and working visit to the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya. During his stay, the prime minister held 
meetings with Libyan authorities. The Niger and Libyan 
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delegations held several working sessions on the various 
fields of cooperation between the two countries. Prime 
Minister Hama was welcomed on his arrival in Niamey 
by Minister of State Oumarou Sidikou and several 
government ministers. The prime minister issued the 
following statement: 


I have just returned from a friendly and working visit 
to Libya, which lasted from 18 to 22 August. During 
my visit, | was granted an audience by the leader of the 
Libyan revolution, with whom I discussed the political, 
economic, and social situation in our respective coun- 
tries and the subregion as a whole. I seized that oppor- 
tunity to extend President Mahamane Ousmane’s greet- 
ings to the leader of the Libyan revolution. Later, our 
two delegations held a working session to examine the 
various common fields of cooperation. We should com- 
mend the joint commission for holding regular meetings. 
Its next meeting will be held in Niamey in December. As 
a prelude to that meeting, we examined certain aspects 
of our cooperation. We agreed that a certain number of 
measures had to be implemented immediately. 


Regarding the economic sector, we noted there was a 
need to develop trade by creating investment opportu- 
nities for both the Libyan and Niger private sectors. 
We, therefore, decided to explore existing possibilities 
in agriculture and livestock for the Libyan private sec- 
tor, whereby Niger will grant farming land to Libyan 
investors. To this end, we agreed that the Niger Com- 
mercial Bank should play a major role in this. We dis- 
cussed the problems facing the bank, as well as its future 
prospects. We, therefore, decided to set up credit lines 
for our businessmen, particularly in the agriculture and 
transport sectors. 


It must also be noted that the Niger minister for 
agriculture and livestock will leave very soon on a 
working visit to Libya. During his visit, Libya will 
Outline the conditions for Niger’s debt servicing arrears’ 
payment to the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development to enable the country to continue with the 
second phase of the project in the north. Furthermore, a 
Libyan technical commission is also due to visit Niamey 
to determine the conditions for granting easy terms for 
Libya’s petrol supply to our country. Regarding the 
financial cooperation sector, we signed an interest-free 
loan agreement of $1.5 million with extremely favorable 
conditions. 


Regarding immigration, we agreed to work together to 
check illegal immigration, which is the cause of all 
the illicit trafficking and insecurity at our borders by 
increasing patrols at our immigration posts. In the same 
vein, the Libyan authorities have agreed to grant visas 
and work permits to a specific number of Niger workers 
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every year. The Libyan authorities have already agreed 
to work with our embassy in Libya to ensure that our 
compatriots, who are residing illegally in Libya but hold 
a passport and are working albeit illegally, obtain the 
valid papers. We must, therefore, commend and thank 
the Libyan authorities for this exceptional privilege 
granted to Niger nationals following our request. 


Regarding existing agreements between Niger and 
Libya, we have decided to take all the necessary 
measures to effectively implement all the agreements 
we have signed and ratified to date. We have also 
decided to sign new agreements on trade, road trans- 
port, and customs matters very soon. On security 
matters, we have agreed to effectively implement all 
the recommendations of the security commission which 
include specific measures to be implemented. The 
Libyan minister for security will very soon visit Niger 
and examine ways of effectively implementing the 
agreements reached on security matters with his Niger 
counterpart. ! 


Regarding education, culture, youth, and communica- 
tions, which are important factors in the development 
of relations between the state and the people, we have 
already signed agreements in these sectors. We are de- 
termined to effectively implement them and encourage 
exchange between the youths of the two countries. On 
political matters, the important point was our decision to 
hold regular consultations and coordinate our positions 
or a number of issues of common interest, particularly 
regarding security in the Sahara region. The Sahara re- 
gion is the subject of a meeting among Saharan coun- 
tries currently under way in Algeria, which the Niger 
foreign minister and the vice chairman of the Special 
Peace Commission are attending. Indeed, the Sahara re- 
gion should no longer be seen as an isolated region 
but a crossroads where activities between the Sahel and 
Maghreb countries can be promoted. This is why we 
are in favor of Libya’s initiative to attend, along with 
friendly countries, the roundtable peace talks to be held 
in Niamey on 15 October. 


Finally, it must be stressed that we have planned to 
hold meetings in Niamey and Libya at least twice a 
year between the Niger secretary general at the Foreign 
Ministry and his Libyan counterpart to ensure the 
effective implementation of decisions taken at periodic 
meetings. 


Briefly, those were the issues we discussed in Libya. 
It must be added that we received a very warm and 
fraternal welcome. J wish to seize this opportunity 
to extend special thanks to the leader of the Libyan 
revolution, His Excellency Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi, 
(Abd-al Majib), the head of the Libyan Government, as 
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well as the entire Libyan population for the exceptional 
welcome given to me and my delegation. 


Nigeria 


Bakassi Peninsula Said ‘Calm’ Following Clashes 


AB2408133495 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 24 Aug 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Bakassi Peninsula, the area 
being disputed by Nigeria and Cameroon, is reported 
to be calm after what military authorities described as 
minor skirmishes between troops of both countries. The 
director of defense information in Nigeria, Brigadier 
General Fred Chijuka, said the commander of the 
Nigerian troops in the peninsula had been asked to 
furnish the military headquarters in Lagos with details 
of the clashes. 


Gen. Chijuka said reports reaching the defense head- 
quarters did not indicate any escalation of the situation. 
He restated Nigeria’s commitment to the peaceful res- 
olution of the dispute, stressing that the Nigerian Gov- 
ernment has always maintained that fighting is not the 
best way to settle issues between states. 


Citizens Celebrate Jailed Abiola’s 58th Birthday 


AB2408215295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 24 Aug 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] It’s Chief Moshood Abiola’s 
58th birthday. He’s spending it in prison because he’s on 
trial for treason after declaring himself president under 
the terms of the annulled 1993 elections. He’s been in 
jail for 15 months. Though he wasn’t available to blow 
out the candles on the birthday cake, there were plenty 
of well-wishers to celebrate Chief Abiola’s birthday, as 
Sola Odunfa reports from Lagos: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] Thousands of people gathered 
at Chief Moshood Abiola’s Ikeja residence in Lagos 
today to celebrate his 58th birthday. The celebration 
saw the largest gathering of his political supporters since 
after his arrest. Market women, students, workers, and 
Opposition politicians joined his family to pay homage 
in absentia to the man who would have been Nigeria’s 
president but who, instead, is facing treason charges. 
Veteran nationalist and politician, Anthony Enahoro, led 
members of the National Democratic Coalition with a 
sprinkling of political leaders from eastern Nigeria. Mrs. 
Kudiratu Abiola played hostess to the large gathering. 


It all started solemnly with Islamic imams and Christian 
priests leading the mass prayers alternately in the 
sprawling grounds of Chief Abiola’s residence. Then 
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followed the political ritual. Chief Enahoro said that 
all Nigerians should be proud of Abiola’s courage and 
steadfastness because many others would have been 
broken in spirit if they were subjected to much less 
harassment and tribulation than Abiola has suffered. 


Mrs. Abiola, in a voice filled with emotion, denounced 
those she described as fair-weather friends, traitors, and 
self-seeking hypocrites who have deserted her husband. 
However, she paid glowing tribute to the ordinary 
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Nigerians and the prodemocracy groups who, she said, 
have stood by him. She described them as the authentic 
heroes of the battle for democracy. 


After the speeches, Sony Okosuns and his Ozzidi Band 
took the stage to signal the beginning of all-day-long 
merriment. A detachment of armed antiriot policemen 
was stationed at a discreet distance from the Abiola 
residence, but there were no incidents. [end recording] 
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